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Neurological implications of Fostering Play in young children diagnosed with 
Autism

The literature on autism in young children has many examples 
of their apparent problems in engaging in typical social, 

pretend, and functional play behaviors (Baron-Cohen, 1987; 
Jordan, 2003; Williams et al., 2001). However, research also has 
suggested that play interventions can promote more elaborate 
play behaviors, at least immediately after the interventions 
conclude (Gillett & LeBlanc, 2007; Jung & Sainato, 2013; Kasari et 
al.,2005). Further research is needed to investigate whether the 
children’s neurological processes may be affected positively by 
play interventions of various types and if such interventions have 
long term consequences for the children’s brain development. 
This presentation will review the information about the play/
autism connection and suggest needed further research to 
determine the neurological implications of such interventions.
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